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Teenage VD Study Scores Public Attitudes; 
Sex Taboos, Class Biases and Ignorance 
Cited As Factors Impeding VD Control 


Taboos regarding sex, prejudicial 
attitudes, class biases, ignorance and 
apathy are some of the factors imped- 
ing venereal disease control in the 
United States, writes Dr. Celia S. 
Deschin, author of “Teen-Agers and 
Venereal Disease— A Sociological 
Study,” report of a _ just-completed 
study of 600 teen-age patients attend- 
ing New York City social hygiene 
clinics, released at a press conference 
at the Overseas Press Club in New 
York City, June Ist. 

Stating that “it is necessary to re- 
place ignorance with knowledge and 
apathy with appropriate action if we 
are interested in more effective con- 
trol of these diseases,’ Dr. Deschin, 
who directed the study, stressed the 
need for a clarification of the role of 
sex in our society. 

“While interest in and concern about 
sex have greatly increased,” she com- 
ments, “knowledge about sex in the 
sense of its meaning and relation to 
life appears not to have increased ap- 
preciably.” She also notes, “Of the 
factors that continue to hamper VD 
control, none is more significant than 
the confusion that exists today with 
respect to standards of sexual be- 
havior.” 


Study Begins in 1958 


The study, which began in the fall 
of 1958, is a thorough investigation of 
the social and sexual behavior of 600 
teen-agers who came to New York 
City social hygiene clinics because 
they had, suspected that they had, or 
had been exposed to a venereal dis- 
ease. It is the first behavioral study of 
adolescent VD clinic patients. Con- 
ducted by the American Social Health 
Association in co-operation with the 
New York City Department of Health 


under the aegis of the Venereal Dis- 
ease Branch of the United States 
Public Health Service, its objectives 
were to improve the venereal disease 
control program and to obtain some 
clues and guidelines for prevention, 
especially among teen-agers. 


Dr. Celia S$. Deschin 


In the planning stage, it was appar- 
ent that little was known about teen- 
age VD patients, though there existed 
many stereotyped ideas, not only 
among social hygiene clinic personnel, 
but also among a variety of profes- 
sionals in youth organizations. Among 
the sterotypes was the prevailing be- 
lief that “venereal disease was no 
longer a problem and, if it were, it 
involved primarily delinquents and 
teen-agers from low-income, demor- 
alized families for whom little re- 
habilitation was possible.” 


(Continued on page 3) 


C. S. Buchanan Made 
Honorary Member ASHA 


C. S. Buchanan, Director of the 
Georgia Department of Public Health’s 
Venereal Disease Control Section, was 
awarded an Honorary Life Member- 
ship in the American Social Health 
Association at the annual meeting of 
the Georgia Public Health Association 
in Savannah, May 23rd. 

Mr. Buchanan received the award 
for his long and outstanding contri- 
bution to the fields of venereal disease 
education and epidemiology. Presen- 
tation was made by T. Lefoy Richman, 
Projects Co-Ordinator, National Com- 
mission on Community Health Serv- 
ices, recently Associate Executive 
Director of ASHA. 

Mr. Buchanan pioneered in the field 
of venereal disease education, case- 
finding and contact tracing, developing 
many techniques in venereal disease 
control now accepted as standard pro- 
cedure by health agencies throughout 
the United States. : 

He began his career in VD control 
as an epidemiologist in Greensboro, 
N. C., where he worked from 1938 to 
1943. From 1943 to 1947, he served 
as health education consultant with 
the VD Division, U. S. Public Health 
Service, joining the Georgia Depart- 
ment of Public Health in 1947 as a 
staff member of Preventable Disease 
Control. In succeeding years, Mr. 
Buchanan was active in organizing 
Georgia’s venereal disease control 
program. Following the death of Dr. 
Dan Bowdoin in 1955, Mr. Buchanan 
became acting director of the Division 
of VD control and he was made direc- 
tor in 1957. 

State-wide epidemiology was initi- 
ated in Georgia in 1947. Mr. Buchanan, 
along with the late Dr. Bowdoin and 
Dr. Thomas F. Sellers, Sr., Director 
Emeritus of the Georgia Health De- 
partment, were in the forefront of the 
development of this program, whic 
has now become a model for other 


(Continued on page 2) 
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ASHA Members ‘Elect Five New Board Members; 
Board Elects Two New Honorary Vice Presidents 


Philip R. Mather, second from left, chairman of ASHA’s Board of Directors, is surrounded 
by three new board members elected at the Association’s Annual Meeting of Members. They 


are: John R. Heller, M.D.; Mr. William A. Howard; and Mr. Ray B. Wiser. 


Two other new 


members, the Reverend Robert $. Tate and Surgeon General Luther L. Terry, were elected 
in absentia. Story below tells about new members. 


Five new members were elected to 
the American Social Health Associa- 
tion’s Board of Directofs at the Asso- 


ciation’s Annual Meeting of Members . 


on May 8th and two new honorary 
vice presidents were elected by the 
Board in a subsequent session. 

Mrs. David C. Prince, Schenectady, 
N. Y., and Mrs. Lowell Bigelow, Los 
Angeles, Calif., were elected Honorary 
Vice Presidents. Mrs. Bigelow has 
been a Board Member since 1950; Mrs. 
Prince, since 1948. 

New board members include: Mr. 
Ray B. Wiser, Mr. William A. Howard, 
the Rev. Robert S. Tate, Jr., Luther L. 
Terry, M.D., and John R. Heller, M.D. 


Mr. Ray B. Wiser is vice president 
of the Legal Reserve Life Insurance 
Company of California, San Francisco, 
Calif. He is widely known in the Bay 
Area for his active participation with 
the California Heart Association. Mr. 
Wiser is chairman of ASHA’s Far 
West Regional Committee. 


Mr. William A. Howard is vice-presi- 
dent of Independent Life and Accident 
Insurance Company, Jacksonville, Fla., 
and a member of Governor Farris 
Bryant’s Advisory Committee on 
Highway Safety. He is also chairman 
of ASHA’s Southeastern Regional 
Committee. 


The Rev. Robert S. Tate, Jr., is min- 
ister of the Alamo Heights Methodist 
Church of San Antonio, Texas, and 
chairman of the Association’s South- 


west Regional Committee. A recipient 
of the Lane-Bryant Award for distin- 
guished public sefvice in 1957, the 
Rev. Robert Tate is a member of the 
board of directors and past president 
of the Texas Social Welfare Associa- 
tion as w¥ as vice president of the 
Texas Association for Mental Health. 

Luther L. Terry, M.D., is Surgeon 
General of the U. S. Public Health 
Service. _ Before assuming the post of 
Surgeon General, Dr. Terry was Assist- 
ant Director of National Heart Insti- 
tute. 

John R. Heller, M.D., is president of 
the Sloan-Kettering Memerial Cancer 
Center. He is a member of ASHA’s 
International Advisory Committee and 
a former vice president of the Inter- 
national Union Against the Venereal 
Diseases and the Treponematoses. 
Prior to his current position, he was 
Director of the U. S. Public Health 
Service’s National Cancer Institute. 
During World War II, he was Chief of 
the VD Division, U. S. Public Health 
Service. He was awarded an Honorary 
Life Membership in the American 
Social Health Association in 1949. 


C. S. BUCHANAN 


(Continued from page 1) 
states throughout the nation. 
400 communicable disease investiga- 
tors have been recruited and trained 


Over 


in the Georgia program. Many of 


these Georgia-trained personnel have 
gone on to administrative and execu- 
tive positions in the U. S. Public 
Health Service, the World Health 
Organization, and the International 
Cooperation Administration. 

Mr. Buchanan, the son of James 
Walter and Lula Sanders Buchanan, 
was born in Greenwood, S. C., Novem- 
ber 2, 1906. He attended public schools 
in Greenwood and later Wofford Col- 
lege, from which he graduated in 1928. 
Mr. Buchanan did graduate work in 
education at Catawba College and at 
North Carolina State College and 
graduated from the school of Public 
Health at the University of North 
Carolina in 1938. Mr. Buchanan is 
married to the former Bess McCurdy 
of Salisbury, N. C. They have three 
children. 


Unemployment To Hit 
Worker Without Diploma 


If current trends prevail, 7,500,000 
new young workers without high 
school diplomas will be looking 
for jobs in the decade ahead and 30 
per cent of these young workers will 
experience severe unemployment, 
Seymour L. Wolfbein, Deputy Assist- 
ant Secretary of Labor, predicted in a 
speech at the spring meeting of the 
National Social Welfare Assembly 
held in the Biltmore Hotel, New York 
City. 

Mr. Wolfbein noted that unemploy- 
ment would continue to be a national 
problem and urged that guidance and 
counseling about employment should 
be started in grade schools. He also 
urged that “more meaningful courses 
for kids, especially the manually 
talented kids’ should be included in 
high school curricula. 

Curtis Gatlin, a member of the Na- 
tional Committee on Employment of 
Youth, made a similar prediction ear- 
lier in the month at the National Police 
Conference on Police Athletic League 
and Youth Activities. Mr. Gatlin 
pointed out that more than 1,000,000 
youngsters dropped out of high school 
each year. 
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Why I Should Be a Member of the 
American Social Health Association 


e Because membership means that I believe in 
ASHA’s aims and goals and want to lend my 
moral support to their achievement. 


e Because I can keep posted on social health activi- 
ties everywhere through the Social Health News 
(10 issues a year); through special reports; and 
the single copies of all ASHA pamphlets, which 
I can receive free upon reques.. 


membership. 


Application for Individual or Organization 


Attached is my/our check for $5.00 to cover 


MEMBERSHIP CONTRIBUTIONS ARE DEDUCTIBLE FOR INCOME TAX PURPOSES 


Membership 


STUDY OF 600 NEW YORK CITY TEENAGERS REPORTED 


(Continued from page 1) 

After gathering data from the 600 
young people and visiting the homes 
of 100 of the group, it was obvious 
that many of the preconceptions were 
not correct. 


Stereotypes Exploded 


It had been thought that teen-agers 
would not agree to a depth interview, 
especially one that asked for highly 
personal and intimate data. Six hun- 
dred and ten were asked to partici- 
pate. Six hundred readily agreed. 
The study exploded other assumptions. 
Youthful clinic patients were not tran- 
sients. The majority were long-time 
or life-time residents; only 13% had 
lived in New York City for less 
than a year; and three-fourths re- 
ported that one or both parents were 
born in the United States. Their fam- 
ilies were predominantly self-support- 
ing. Only one-sixth were dependent, 
in whole or in part, upon public 
assistance. Indices of parental control 
reflected considerable family stability. 
Over two-thirds reported that their 
parents were interested in knowing 
where they were, expected them to be 
home at specific hours, and set stand- 
ards of behavior. Though the homes 
of most of the group were located 
largely in low-income and slum hous- 
ing, over half lived in apartments 
furnished by the family, with little 
overcrowding. 


School Drop-Outs High 


The educational and cultural level 
of the interviewees was, for the most 
part, impoverished. Almost two-thirds 
reported that their school experience 
—past and present—had little signi- 
ficance for them. There was a high 
incidence of school drop-outs. One- 
third of the group had had to repeat 
one or more grades; over one-sixth had 
reading difficulties. Of those who had 
entered, only 15% had graduated from 


high school—63.3% had not liked or 
did not like going to school. Four 
hundred and thirty-nine of the 600 
interviewees were not in school, yet 
only 219 had had any employment up 
to the time of their interview. Only 
23% were rated as making ‘‘adequate”’ 
use of cultural resources in New York 
City. 

The study also showed that, of the 
600, only 10% had a good knowledge 
of the venereal diseases. Only 42% 
had ever read or heard anything about 
venereal disease and, of these, just 


14% had gained any of their informa- 
tion from school instruction. 

The majority had received their 
sex knowledge from their peers. Par- 
ents or other adults provided informa- 
tion for only 21%. Pornography, ob- 
servation of animals or peeping ac- 
counted for the next highest group, 
and school or books were the source 
for only 13%. 2 

Copies of: the 168-page report are 
available from the American Social 
Health Association at a price of $2.50 
per copy. 


Members Of Southeastern Regional Committee 


Members of the Southeastern Regional Committee and of ASHA staff take a breather during 


an organizational meeting in Atlanta, Ga., May 18. 


Frank McCall, fourth from right, 


former ASHA Regional Director, was present to turn over Committee plans to Mr. Philip Akre, 


extreme right, temporary ASHA regional director in the area. 
Standing, from left to right, William L. Fleming,, 


director of the Central Atlantic region. 


Mr. Akre is also regional: 


M.D., Chapel Hill, N. C.; Mr. John A. Garrett, Montgomery, Ala.; Mrs. Joseph D. Robinson, 
Winter Park, Fla.; Mr. C. S. Buchanan, Atlanta, Ga.; Col. Harry W. Gorman, Fort McPherson, 
Ga.; Mr. William A. Howard, chairman of the committee, Jacksonville, Fla.; Mrs. Charles D. 
Center, Atlanta, Ga.; Mr. Frank McFall; Mr. D. Y. Gardner, ASHA Associate Director; Henry 
L. Ashmore, M.D., Pensacola, Fla.; and Mr. Akre. Mr. McFall is now Executive Director 
of the Georgia Association for Mental Health. 
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E-10. THE SOCIAL SCIENTISTS’ STAKE IN 

TEACHING MARRIAGE AND FAMILY RELA- 
TIONS (Bee). 20¢. 
Treats the psychosexual development of the 
family to illustrate the importance of family life 
education, and stresses the opportunities and 
difficulties that are presented to the teacher of 
social studies. 0 

FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION IN THE 
COMMUNICATIONS FIELD (Hansen). 20¢. 


Presents a discussion of the ways in which the 
teather of communications may integrate the 
principles of family life education in his courses. 
A bibliography is included. 


__«» E-12. FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION CONTRIB- 
UTES TO THE PREPARATION OF TEACHERS 
(Bebell). 20¢. 


Makes a number of suggestions and proppsals to 


teacher-educators concerning various fa T ily life 
education content in their courses. 0 
___.E-13. FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION—AN OP- 


PORTUNITY FOR PSYCHOLOGICAL INSTRUC- 
TION (Hall). 20¢. 


Describes d research and demonstration program 
at the University of Nebraska as an example 
of ways in which the principles of marriage and 
family living can be used. in courses in psychology. 


@ SET OF FOUR 


E-8. FAMILY LIFE EDUEATION RESOURCE 
GUIDE. 


$1.00. 


ORDER NOW FOR SUMMER AND FALL WORKSHOPS 
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A curriculum guide for teachers from grades | 
through 12. 


____A-838° PARTNERS IN SEX EDUCATION 


(Sweeney). 15¢. 
Discusses the roles of school, church and home 
in sex education. 

____A-912. THAT DEAR OCTUPUS, THE FAMILY 
(Mace). 25¢. 


Discusses “proper tensions’’ in family relation- 
ships, citing need for understanding both affinity 
and hostility. 


SPECIAL QUANTITY RATES ON EACH 
© OF THESE PAMPHLETS 


AMERICAN SOCIAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION 
1790 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 


Please send me the items I’ve checked. | enclose 
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